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What is biodiversity?
Biodiversity is the variety of life on Earth. 
It includes all living things and the ways they 
interact with each other and their environment. 
Simply put, biodiversity is life. There are three 
levels of biodiversity: genetic diversity—the variety 
of genetic information contained in individual 
plants, animals and micro-organisms; species 
diversity—the variety of species, and; ecosystem 
diversity—the variety of habitats, ecological 
communities and ecological processes

Why is biodiversity important?
Biodiversity is about being connected. All species, 
including humans, depend on each other to survive. 
Humans depend, directly and indirectly, on biodiver-
sity for clean air and water, food and fi bre, tourism, 
and amazing outdoor experiences like hiking, fi shing 
and canoeing. 

Conserving Ontario’s biodiversity is important 
because healthy ecosystems sustain healthy 
people and a healthy economy.

What i
Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2011 is an exciting new framework that builds on the 2005 Strategy and sets out 
an ambitious conservation agenda for Ontario over the next decade. 

The renewed Strategy challenges us to take responsibility and do our part in conserving the wealth of natural 
resources in Ontario. We all have a role to play.

What is the relationship between th
Biodiversity 201
The State of Ontario’s Biodiversity 2010 report tells us our job is not done — we still have work to do. The actions 
set out in Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2011 were developed to respond to pressures identifi ed in the report 
and will help improve the state of Ontario’s biodiversity.

For additional information about the state of Ontario’s biodiversity, 
and Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy visit ontariobiodiversitycouncil.ca
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What is the State of 
Ontario’s Biodiversity 
2010 report telling us?
The report shows that we are demanding 
too much from our province’s resources. 
Increasing pressures are leading to 
biodiversity loss especially in southern 
Ontario. On the bright side, efforts to 
conserve Ontario’s biodiversity have 
increased over the last decade. These 
fi ndings are similar to reports from other 
countries around the world that released 
biodiversity reports in 2010—the 
International Year of Biodiversity.  

Why report on the 
state of Ontario’s 
biodiversity?
In order to protect biodiversity we 
have to understand it, and we need to 
measure what we have. The State of 
Ontario’s Biodiversity 2010 report is one 
of a number of tools to help us learn 
about and appreciate biodiversity in 
Ontario. It also helps us to evaluate the 
good work we are doing to conserve 
biodiversity. The 29 indicators that were 
assessed provide a snapshot of the 
status of biodiversity across the prov-
ince and help us pinpoint areas where 
more protection or research is needed. 

What is a biodiversity 
indicator?
Measures that summarize information 
from monitoring programs are called 
indicators and tell us about the status 
and trends in Ontario’s biodiversity. 
The biodiversity indicators used for this 
report are presented in three different 
sections: pressures on Ontario’s 
biodiversity; the state of Ontario’s 
ecosystems and species; and, 
conservation efforts and sustainable 
use. Each indicator reports on the 
status, trends (changes through 
time) and the level of confi dence 
in the information.
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