What is biodiversity? Why is biodiversity important? 4

Biodiversity is the variety of life on Earth. Biodiversity is about being connected. All species, . !
It includes all living things and the ways they including humans, depend on each other to survive.

interact with each other and their environment. Humans depend, directly and indirectly, on biodiver- 3

Simply put, biodiversity is life. There are three sity for clean air and water, food and fibre, tourism, =
levels of biodiversity: genetic diversity—the variety and amazing outdoor experiences like hiking, fishing

of genetic information contained in individual and canoeing. ._..:

plants, animals and micro-organisms; species
diversity—the variety of species, and; ecosystem
diversity—the variety of habitats, ecological
communities and ecological processes

Conserving Ontario’s biodiversity is important
because healthy ecosystems sustain healthy
people and a healthy economy.

United Nations Decade on Biodiversity
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What is Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2011? . . : :
Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2011 is an exciting new framework that builds on the 2005 Strategy and sets out Sta te Of O n ta r | O ,S B | O d | \/e rS | ty 2 O] O

an ambitious conservation agenda for Ontario over the next decade.

The renewed Strategy challenges us to take responsibility and do our part in conserving the wealth of natural
resources in Ontario. We all have a role to play. l I y

What is the relationship between the State of Ontario’s
Biodiversity 2010 report and Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2011?

The State of Ontario’s Biodiversity 2010 report tells us our job is not done — we still have work to do. The actions

Zitdo\;itllir;]e(l)gtii:g;vlzi?g;vstras&yoitgr:<teagr3i/,01250k1):Ov(\;ie\rgr(;lii;eIoped to respond to pressures identified in the report O n ta r I O B I O d I Ve rS I ty CO u n C I |

"
'

Hoeport of 1he Ciptanc
Hiodivarsity Counii

k
= Ontaria'e —
E.m:nm'..nEnr_r,,,'-[-!.r SEthgF 'S
Y

iyt Cmreg

For additional information about the state of Ontario’s biodiversity,
and Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy visit ontariobiodiversitycouncil.ca
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